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Minutes.

2 JAN,9r
Monsieuzjrancfort of the French

Embassy left wi th me yes terday the
attached piece of paper' with reference
to Sir 0. Sargent's letter to the
French Ambassador in E 11483/8960/31.
Monsieur Francfort said that the French
Ministry for Foreign Affairs were
grateful for the information about the
impending evacuation of the school
belonging to the Peres de Sion and that
they would also be grateful if we would
take up with the Colonial Office the
possibility of the evacuation of the
buildings belonging to other French
religious institutions etc., which
were also occupied by the Army, the names

Z of which appear on the. attached piece
of paper.

I-
31st Jnar,194.
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1) Hotellerie Notre Dame de France qui compte

220 chambres.

2) Maison Saint-Pierre en Gallicante.

3) Etablissement des Peres Maristes A B4thanie.

4) Orphelinatt de J4sus-Adolescent a Nazareth.

5) Maison des Peres Blanca pension Ain-Karim.

6) Une partie de L'Ecole des Carmes de Saint Joseph

A Caiffa.
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9,.
Vor f., . FREIGP OFFICE, S.WolI

24th January, 1947.
(a.50/50/31).

Conf idegnt ial.

Dear Higha,

Please refer to our recent correspondence,
ending with your letter N'o.76395/3/46 of the
2c)th IT;ov emobr, oin the subject of French t(chools

in p ale,-t ine recquiett ioned by the milta ry
authorit i~es.

e have now rc; ived from the French
a further liet of buildings, belonging to
religious instititt ions, which afre said to
occupied( by the Arrrr.

Embasy
F'rench

I enclose a copy of the list, arid I should
be glad if you would obtain from Jerusalem the
latest informat ion in respect of each building.

Yours Sinerooey

(pGar'ran).

,..J.D.Higham, Esq.,
Colonial Office.

el 'I



COPIE

1) Hotellerie Notre Dame do France qui compte 
---

220 chambres.

2) Maison Saint-Pierre en Gallicante.

3) Etablissemnent des Pares Maristes A. Bethani.--

4.) Orphelinat do Jsus-Adolescent b. Nazareth. g

5) Maison des Pares Blanca pension 
Ain-KarifI.

6) Une partie de 1'Ecole des Carmes do Saint-Jeseph b Caiffa.
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for the Colonies.

g the Government of

,;yf~ 9A 4 ... I
V

!r

292,
' ...)

1936 of 20th Novmbien 1946~

,hAenoh sshools in Palestine oquieittoned
b the milita authorities.

46 noloe a furthen list weivd from
4he frensh Embassy, of buildrngs, belonging
tAifreronh eligioas Institutions1 hieh a:e
*$ to be ooeupied by the Ate.

I should be glad if you would furnish am
in due oowe.e with the latest intewnation in
respect 'of eash building.
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From the Secretary of State for the Colonies.

To ' i Officer Administering the Government of.

Date.............. are

No..................................Saving.

PALESTINE.

My avingran NoellO.1
in Palestin requisitioned

I should be grateful
the desired nfox'mation as

C;I-

i.'of S
i Off'ice.

r 3* L'ir ~ 7I~

10 r

French Schiools
by military authorities.

if you would furnish
soon as possible.
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4OUT FILE
OR1I N OFFICE, 3.W.1. -

5t~h y, 1947

(11 1993/50/31) ~~l-

Dar Righam,"-

May I refer you to my letter
50/50/31) of the 24th January A °

on the subject of French schools
and religious institutions in i 0

Palestine requisitioned by the -
military authorities? *

I should be glad if you would
let m know whether you have Yet
received any information from
Jerusalem about this subject, as
We owe the Frenoh Ermba say a reply.

O

(P.Garran)
r =Coof8

J .D.iham, E4sq.
Coloniali2 Office.
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$A Op

S.W...

76395/47 ~~

Please refer to your letter to
Higham (E.50/5o/31) of 24 th January on
the subject of French schools in
Palestine.

I enclose :herewith for your
information a copy of the High
Commissioner's reply to our enquiry.
Unfortunately it seems that there is
little prospect of most of the buildings
being released in the present circumstances.
We will let you know as soon as possible
if the Carmelite School in Haifa can in
fact be returned to its owners.

P ARS

lort~v t...

I ( 4*7
P. GRRAN ESQ

/.c fem



COPY

7 Clear
SAVING

5s
w/78/46

From the High-Comm issioner fQr Palesin.

To th Secretary of State fr the .Colonies

Da : 21.4.47.

No. 435 Saving

Your telegram No. 110 Saving of the 7th of
February, 1947.

French Schools in Palestine requisitioned by the
military authorities.

2. I transmit hereunder information regarding the
following institutions:-

i.. -Ecole du Pere de Betharam, Nazareth:
still occupied by Polish troops.

ii. Hotellerie Notre Dame de France:
accommodates British troops.

iii. Maison Saint-Pierre en Gallicante:
occupied by essential civilian services.

iv. Establissement des Peres Maristes Bethany:
not known.

v. Orphelinat de Jesus-Adolescent, Nazareth:
occupied by Polish troops.

vi. Maison des Peres Blanc pension, Ain Karim:
this house does not appear to be an educational

institution, and is not requisitioned.
vii. Ecole des Carmes de Saint Joseph, Haifa:

negotiations are proceeding by which the

school may be returned to its owners.

bh

/3.



I L
3. It is regretted that the resent situation should
necessitate the occuation by the military foreasof the
above-named institutions, and every attempt will be made
when an opportunity'occu's to retu±n them to their original
owners.
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Registry
No. E 3866/50/31

I.
P.

G.

Monsieur Pierre
Francfort,

French Embassy,
London.

from

Mr.- Ga rran

UT FILE

-~ ~-FOR~iEIGN

Al~ IVy,

You will remember

on 30th December

that you

OFLI CE, I
1947.

left with me

a list of French religious

institutions and teaching establishments

in Palestine,

stood to

the premises of which were

have been reqitsitioned

Military authorities.

by

unde r-

thi e

You subsequently

referred to this matter in conversation with me

on two other occasions.

As I told you,

the Colonial Office

e referredJ this matter to

ith n.reciuest that Lhey

should examine the position withi the local

Palestine authorities.

r ecei ved

Palestine,

A report has now been

from the HiCgh Commissioner for

which gives the following

tion: -

1. Ecole des Peres ethara~ Nazareth

still occupied

2. Hoteilerie

by Polish troops.

Notre Dame de 504e-e;

accomIodating British

3. Maison

occupied

troops;

Saint-Pierre en Gallicante:

by essential

4. Etablissement des ;ores

6 ethanie: this building

to the Palestine

this name.

5 .Orphe1inat

Nazaireth:

civilian services.

Maristes .

i s not known

adninistrati on under

de Jssus -Adolescent

stil occupied by Polish

troops.

6. Mason des Peres Blancs

Karin: this

7. Ecole des Carmes

Pension

requisitioned.

de Saint Joseph a

Cai ai/: negotiations are proceeding

fo r/

4.
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0
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for the return of this school to its

owinere.

The Palestine Admin istration much regret

that owing to the present abnormal situation
et

in Palestine it is noU/possible to return

to their owners those buildings wh4-e1-ee still

occupied by the military forces and essential

service Thyr give an assu r an ce boviever that-

evcr i~effort t xiii. bemade to _"etLu:rn the :~ to / ,,, 01

their Om/ners as so 7as it S. 5tosSIi.e to do S
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OUT FILE
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1.

21st May, 1947.
No. E 3866/50/31

You will remember that you left with me on 30th
December a list of French religious institutions and
teaching establishments in I1destine, the premises of
which were understood to have been requisitioned by
the Military authorities. You subsequently referred
to this matter in conversation with me on two other
occasions.

As I told you, we referred this matter to the
Colonial Office with a- request that they should
examine the position with the local Palestine authori-
ties. A report has n\ow been received from the High
Commissioner for Palestine, which gives the following
information:-

1. Ecole des Peres de Betharam a Nazareth : o
still occupied by Polish troops.

2. Hotellerie Notre Dame de France ;
accommodating British troops.

3. Maison Saint-Pierre en Gallicante :
occupied by essential civilian services.

4. Etablissement des Peres Maristes a Bethanie :
this building is not known to the Palestine
administration under this name.

5. Orpheliat de Jesus-Adolescent A Nazareth :
still occupied by Polish troops.

6. Maison des Peres Blancs Pension Ain-Karim :
this building is not requisitioned.

7. Ecole des Carmes de Saint Joseph a Caiffa :
negotiations are proceeding for the return of
this school to its owners.

The/
Monsieur Pierre Francfort,

French Embassy,



The Palestine Administration much regret that
owing to the present adnormal situation ix. Palestine it
is not yet possible to return to their owners those
buildings still occupied by the military forces and
essential services apart from the Ecoles des Carmes
de Saint Joseph at Haifa. They give an assurance
however that every effort will be made to return them
to their owners a8 soon as it is possible to do so.

SA% eAA4y,

(P. Garran)
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AMBASSADE DE FRANCE

A LONDRES

Le 2 juin 1947.

~11

A diverges reprises, l'Aambssade do France eat

intervene aprbs du Foreign Office pour deAnner qu soient

evaauea lea 6tablisements soolaires frangais d Palestine

oOcups par le troupes britanniques.

1 Foreign Office a rdpondaa Ioes diff6rentes d-

marches en rapportant, en particulier par sa lettre 3.3866/50/31

du 21 mai., que, dans lea oirconstances actuelles, lea auto-

ritEs militaires ne pouvaient evacuer lea locaux qu' elles

ocoupaent.

Cependant, le Gouerneuent frangais attache le plus

grand prize & ce qu'un certain nombre do ces Etablissements

puissent reprendre leur activity. Il est parfaitement conscient

Sir Orme G. Sirgea,
K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,

Sous-Secretaire de'tat permanent.

"'I1



p

des difficultbs quo rencontrent les aatorites militaires

britanniques pour le logement des troupes qu' elles entre-

tiennent pour assurer la charge du mandat britannique sur

la Palestine. Toutefois, le raisons qui ont t4 donnes

pour l. maintien 4e 1'occupation de curtains tablisseuients

no paraissent pas Justifides par des considrations d' ordre

militaire.

Sur lea huit 4tablissements aotuellement requisi-

tionnes, louds ou occups a fin de bail, trois au mains :

la maison des Pares do Bethar mb & Nazareth, l'orphalinat do

Jisus adolescent k Nazareth, uno parties do l'icole St-Pierre

do Sion bL Jirusalem, no sont pas ocoupis par des forces mili-

taires britanniques mais par des lbents polonais qui no font

pas partie do ces forces militaires et n'assurent aucun ser-

vice d'ordre militaire ou do police; la plupart seraient

d' ailleurs des fmoes. Ces lrents seraient Igalment en

instance de rapatriement soit en Polog ne, soit on Angleterre.

Dans ces conditions, 3. serais trbs heureu que

vous puissies intbrvenir auprbs du Colonial Office pour quo

les itablissemaents ocoupas soient 6vacues aussi rapidmoent

quo possible et quo les autoritis militaires onsidbrent les.

. f. t . .

i 
ZF

. I



. 3-

4tab ssents frangais de Palestine nom du seul point de

vue de 1acoousaa8ation de personnels divers, mais sous

l' angle de 1'1interet quo porte le Gouvernement frangais b

la reprise 4. leur activity oulturelle.
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No.

Draft.

Sir Thomas
Lloyd,

Colonial Office.

From:

Sir

lJsI
so O

ft/ .

b'

OUT °IL~

k o u- aethat

the French Ambassador has made a number of

re rep entations o

4e French teaching establishments in

Palestine. Our Eastern Department have

had some correspondence on the subject with

the competent department of the Colonial

Office, and the latest information which

we were able to pass on to the French

691 was contained in a letter from

Fitzgerald to Garran, No.76395/47 of

":May 6th, enclosing

High Commissioner

position.

a Saving

giving the

telegram

pre sent

from the

Massigli has now returned to the

charge w-re in a letter Wwhich I

attach a copy. You will see that he argues

that, while the French Government realise

the difficulty of finding accommodation

for British troops in Palestine, nevertheless

the reasons given for the continued

occupation of certain of these establishments

are not at present compelling., He points

out that of the eight establishments now

requisitioned, three at least are not

occupied by British forces but by Polish

men and women in the process of being

repatriated or sent to the United Kingdom.

These are the Maison'ds Peres de Betharam

at Nazareth, Orphelinat de Jesus Aiolescent

at Nazareth and a portion of cole

St.-Pierre de Sion at Jerusalem. The

Frencti/

Z.

z
ea-

H
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are therefore pressing

for the ealygrelease, of

I lb telling Massigli .that

the matter up with you,

he will appreciate our

these schools.

I am taking

but that s-aa k..pme
Y;. .L yr

special difficulties
* .. :

in Palestine. at

Meanwhile

consult

I should

the present moment.

be grateful

the High Commissioner

find out whether there

of freeing some at leas t of

The French are undoubtedly still

about their loss of influence and

in this part

Levant

galling

prevented

established

States

of the world

,4a

ar

nd

to them to feel that

from picking up

educational

if you could

once more and

is really Afi prospect

these schools.

tender

prestige

ising frpm the i
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OUT r;L
17th ene,

(a 319/50/31)

You probably know that the French Ambassador has
made a number' of represent nations to O about the
occupation by our military r authorities of certain French
teaching ostablishments in Palestine, Our Enatern
Department hav1had some correspondence on the subject
with the competent department of the Colonial Office; and
the latest information which we were able to pass on to
the French Ebasaey was contained in a letter from
Fitzgerald to Garran, No. 76395/47 of the 6th May
encloing .a Irving telegram from the High Commiassoner
giving the present position.

:na zigli has now returned to the charge in a letter
to 3argat of which I attach a copy. You will see that
he argues that, while the French Government. realise the
difficulty of finding accommodation for British troops
in Palesatine, nevertheless the reasons given for the
continued occupation of certain of these establishments
are not at present compelling. ie points out that of
the eight establishments now requisitioned, three at
least are not occupied by British forces but by Polish
men and women in the process of being repatriated or
sent to the United Kingdom. These are the Maison des
Peres de Betharam at iasareth , the Orphelinat de J sue
Adolescent at Nazareth and a portion of the Ecole
faint Pierre de Sion at Jerusalem. The French
Government are therefore pressing for the early release
of these schools.

I will tell Massigli that I am taking the matter up
with you, but that he will appreciate our special
difficulties in Palestinea t the present moment.

/ Meanwhile

air T houa Lloyrd, K,.CIA.G.,
Colonial Office.
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AMBASSADE DE FRANCE

A LONDRES

Le 27 juin 1947.

'-I A

A l'appui do la lettre No. 289 du 2 juin d

M. Massigli & Sir Orme Sargent qui a bien voulu y repondre

par lettre No. E. 4819/50/31, au sujet de l'occupation des

etablissemonts scolaires frangais en Palestine, je crois

utile de vous signaler que les Etablissements frangais

scolaires paraissent souls avoir ete requisitionnes, t
v

l' exception dos dtablissements italiens qui sont :

1. Ecole des Salsiens italiens Saint-Paul, Jerusalem
(armee),

2. Ecole des Franciscaines d'Egypte (ordre italien), ..
Jerusalem (tribunal militaire),

3. Ecoles des Carmelites italiennes a Caiffa, propriate
des Pores Carmelites (police).

et de ce qui parai t itre une institution juive : l'6cole

de jeunes filles "Mizrachi" A Rehavia, Jerusalem.

P. aran, Esq.,
Foreign Office.
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Cette situation aboutit en fait tune discrimi-

nation dont souffrent les dtablissements frangais.

J'espere que les indications qui precedent ap-

porteront un argument supplementaire aux d&marches que vous

avez bien voulu faire aupres des autorites militaires pour

obtenir 1'evacuation des Stablissements frangais./.
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OU-e FLE 3

5th July, 1947.

( 5808/50/31)

You will remember that
Harvey wrote to .loyd on the
17th June (our reference is
A 4819/50/31) about certain-o
a'rench teaching establishments
which are at present
requisitionedby the military
authorities in Palestine, an
he enclosed a copy of a letter
from the French Abasaador.

O

The Embassy have now
written to us again on this ,
subject, suggesting that lose
sympath, is being shown to Fren ny
establishments than to those of
other nationalities. I 0
enclose a copy of this letter,
in order that you may consider it
together with the Ambassador's
previous representations.

~c ,

Y o)

T. Smith ESq. . Garran)
Colonial Office.
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Co l Office,
ning Street ,E684W 1.

76395/3/47 ,5July, 1947.

AA'' t 947J Juy197

Thank you for your letter E.4819/50/31 of the
17th June about the French educational establishments
which are under requisition in Palestine. I am sorry
that, owing to extreme pressure in the M.E. Department
here, we have been so long in replying.

We have taken the matter up with the
High Commissioner again in a saving telegram of which
I enclose a copy. We are reluctant to press the
High Commissioner too hard on this issue, as
accommodation difficulties in Palestine are very acute
owing to the size of the present garrison and the fact
that buildings for requisition often have to be
selected with a view to their inclusion within security
zones and their potentiality for defence. The Polish °
refugees in Palestine present a special problem of *
some magnitude and we are anxious to relieve the
High Commissioner of responsibility for their
accommodation as soon as possible. You are, no doubt
aware, however, of the difficulties with which we arefaced in moving to the United Kingdom from the various
parts of the Empire where they now are those Poles * $
for whose resettlement we have accepted responsibility.
I hope, nevertheless, that the High Commissioner's
reply to our saving telegram will enable us to offer
some satisfaction to the French Ambassador.

SIR OL IVER HARVEY, K. C.M. G.



76395/3/47

To the High Commiioner for PALESTINL

From the Secretary of State for the Colonie .

Date: 24.th July, 19470

No: 838 Confidential Saving

Your telegram No.435 Saving.

RequisitiQned rench Schools In Palestinke@

Informtion in your saving telegram under
reference has been conveyed to French Ambaseador who has
expressed himself a' dissatisfied that these institutions
should still remain under requisition. In a counication
to the Foreign Office he has commented adversely on the
fac that three of the institutions in question are used
to house Poles, a large proportion of whom are won.He
contends that the reason advanced by u for continued
requisition, namely the necessity of housing military
forces in Palestine, cannot be taken to apply ,to these
Poles who do not form part of the military or police forces
The establishment to which he make particular reference
area"

(a) cole 'des peres de Betharam at Nasa t;

(b) Orphanage of Jesus Adolescent at Nazareth;
(c) One wing of the school of stvP erre de

sinat J"Srusalem,

2;. Your elegram '0,1936 inditated that (c) above
g be eauate in January 197 Grateful to kUo if
tn has proved possible and also i f there is any medsidat0

pospetof our biug able to arrange for the Poles in -
uestionto be housed in accommodation other txan Fench

educati onalintitutonh I 1fullLy relie that delay in
arrangng for the diposa1 of these ,Poles is a great
ebrat to you, and amafraid that I ocan hold out
no hopes of their early removal it ir intended that they
will be ultimately received I.the United Kingdoma nd the
accommodation situation' } pled with the shortage of
,shpping and the neceEiy ajri ing from the end of British
Rule en India to grant piority to the evacuation of Pole
frors that coutry, makesit diffilt to fir a date for
theirremodalp

3 The French A.abasdor has aleo suggested that
there is a degree Uodisriminati on agai.nt Frenh teaching
establishments in that they pear to be the only
Institutions of this caaterw hich have been reu.s.iLe
with the exception O 3 Italian schools namely,

(ia) 8aleatenl school of Saint PaulJernaaieme

(e) .l rchooI at ai ,

ateul for material to anel th charge I
~ t a

*N11 I~o~L1~ mu



o~ooapie a police billets. The Foreign Soaretary is anxious
to rzem e as for- as po ssible all irrzitants btween HisM#d9etj Governiment ad the Frenoh in the Middle East ad heWould be gatefu1l if spacia effort could be maide to helpthe roepoh in the matter of their educational establishmenta
in Palestine *bout whioh they are particularly sensitive.Grateful therefore de you would consider if anything futheoan be done to release some or the builing in question.
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Mr Beith.
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No. E.6847/50/31.

Top Secret.

Secret.
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Open.
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W. A.V.Mathieaon,
Esq.,

The Colonial
Office,

LONDON, S. W. 1.
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Yours sincerely

3. As there was some delay in taking this

matter up with the High Commissioner in your

Saving telegram No. 838 of 24th July, may I ask

you to send an urgent telegram asking what tne

present position of this French establishment

is so that we may reply to the French

Embassy-!-Bid uiry

J.,,ytC

E0

(0

0

<0

C-

CD

co

Dear 1athieson,

Will you please refer to the correspondence

about Frendh educational establishments in

Palestine, ending with Lloyd's letter to Harvey

No. 76395/3/47 of July 25th.

2. The Counsellor of the French Embassy

recently rang me up to say that, according to

their information the Orphelinat de Jesus

Adolescent at Nazareth was being evacuated by

the Poles who had been occupying it. The French

Government were very grateful for this develop-

men t whi tok mss the result of their

Embassy's repeated representations but they were

distressed to hear thatit was proposed to

replace the Poles by British troops. The

Counsellor hoped that this was only a rumour and

that in fact the Orphanage would now be restored

to the French as a result of the removal of the

Poles.

!'
t

Y

I



14th August, 1947. --

( .6047/50/31)

Dear athie on

Will ou pleas refer to the co rrea ondence

- abo reoh educational estabi nen~ts ~

Pl , ending with Llod letter to Harvey
. f76396/7/47 of July 25th.

2. The counselor of the Frec:h abaasy

recently rang me up to say that, acoto0
their informt1iont the orphein ta anJdu
Adolescent at Nazareth was being evacuated by
the poles who had been occupying it, The Irencb
Government were very rateful for this develop-
ment which they took to be the reult of their
Nabassy% srepated repsesentatione o but they

were ditreed to hear that it waspopsdto
replace the Poles by British troops. the

Cowtellor hoped that this was on1 rumour

and that in fact the orp haage wou d now be
restred to the Frer h s a result of thO mval
of the Polea. 000

S, As there was some delay in taking this
matter up with the High Cormisioner in your'
saving telegram To. 838 of the 24th July, may
I ask you to send an urgent telegram asking what
the present position of this French estabs flast
is so that we may reply to the French ba sy'a
latest enquiry.

You-a sincerely

(JG.s.Beith)
.W, A.CMathieson E a,

Coal Off ee,
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Registry
Number

E85275/3i

FROMM. Franefort
(French Elabassy) to

Mr Garraa
No. 483

Dated 11.9.47.

Received 15.9.47.
in Registry

French Teachin Establishments in Palestine
Refers to Sir Oliver Harvey's letter of 17th June
(E4819/50/31). On the understanding that the
evacuation of the Orphanage would be completed intibe for it to be re-opened in October, all
preparations have been made for this to take place.
Requests that in view of this the Foreign Office
take immediate action to bring about the return of
the Orphanage to its Director.
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AMBASSADE O FRANCE

A LONDRtS

S11 Septembre 1947.

E 48527

Sans doute aila suite des interventions

du Foreign Office aupres des autorites competentes que Sir

Oliver Harvey avait bien voulu promettre a M. Massigli d'effectuer

par sa lettre n* E 4819/50/31 du 17 juin dernier, l'Orphelinat de

Jesus adolescent a Nazareth qui 4tait occupy par des troupes polo-

naises 4tait en cours d'4vacuation au dbut du mois d'aoint.

Sur les assurances que cet 4tablissement

serait donc 4vacud completemaent, tout a 4t4 prpard pour sa rou-2

verture en octobre; le personnel enseignant notamment doit arriver

ces jours-ci.

Cependant des retards se sont produits dans la 0o

remise de l'Orphelinat a la disposition de son Supdrieur et ils A2

risquent d'en compromettre la rouverture.

Je vous serais donc tres reconnaissant, en

raison de l'imminence de la rentr6e des classes, de bien vouloir

intervenir a nouveau aupres des autorites comptentes pour que cet

4tablissement, particulibrement important pour les oeuvres fran-

gaises, soit remis a son directeur.

P. Garran, Esq.,
Foreign Office.
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Colonial Office,
The Church House,

great Smith Street,
London,&8.W.l.

15 FhSeptember, 19.
1f13+2

,,U

My dear Beith,

Will you refer to your letter NEi47/50/ 3 1
of 14th August about French educational establish-
ments in Palestine. We have now heard from the
Palestine Government that the Nazareth Orphanage
of Jesus Adolescent will not be required for use
by British troops and will be released when
handing back formalities are completed.

I am afraid that Palestine are still not
in a position to deal with the other questions
we raised in our savingram No. 838 (a copy of
which was enclosed in Lloyd's letter of the
25th of July to Harvey). They hope to be able
to give us a full report very shortly.

Yours sincerely,

(J.D. Highaijif

J. G.S. BEITH, ESQ.

76395/3/47

r.,r;.
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Open.

J.D. HigIam Esq.
Cofe al Offie 9

eidurch House
Gt. nit dtg
London, 8.3.1.

frwee
(J.G.s Bethi

. 4 FOREIGN OFFICE, 8. .1.

Th~JT )~~(-eptember~194I7

Thank you for your letter of

September 15thl about the release of the

Frenoh Orphanage of Jeso Molescent4 at

Nasarth.

In this connexion i send ieu

herewith a° opy of a recent letter from

the French Embassy, }rtingout that the

teaching at arriving in Paleetin.

any day now and expressieg tie hope, that

formalities of handin oyer will not -delay

the reopening of j..

We very much hope that no further delay wil

ensue now that the decision to elae the

school has been tken.
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a. ) ie

FOREIGN Oi'TIC'.

24th September,

zO1

Thank you for sour letter of 15th september
about the release of the French Oroanage of
Jesus Adolescent at Nazareth.

In thi conncxton I send you herewith a cop
of a recent letter from the French Fmbassy,
pointing out that the .e-tching staff for this school
are arriving in Palestine any day now and
expressing the hop that the formalities of handing
over will not clay the reopening of the school
which is planned for October. We Very much hope
that no further elay will ensue now that theQ
decision to release the school has been taken.

v~-ts c~F A

(r. G. S. Bcith)

J. D. Higham Esq..,
Colonial Office,

The Church House,
Great Vmith Street,

. *G.W.1.
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(J.G.8. Beith)
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pit, eptember 1947

With reference to your letter to

Garran of September 11th. and our recent

telephone conversation, I write to confirm

the infOrmationl I theni gave you about

the Nazareth Orphanage of Jesus Adolescent

The Colonial Office have now heard

from the Government of Palestine that

this teaching establishment ti 1 7e

required for use by British troops, and

will be as soon as the

formalities of handing it back are

completed. We omisetfurther information

about the other French Schools shortly.

I had not seen your letter of

September 11th when I spoke to you on

the telephoneIj but I am now communicating

eColonialOffice.

I



FO R IGN OFFIC *.W1

24th aceptember,

With reference to
11th 1 eptetmer and our
conversatiofl, I write
I then gave you about 1

Jesus adolescentt.

your letter to Garran of
recent telephone

to confirm the informationthe 'lazar thi Orhanage of

The Colonial Office have now heard from the
Government of Palestine that thie teaching,
establisehment will dAefinitely not be required for
use by British troops and will be free as soon ae

the formalities of handing back are completed.
Ne are promised further information bout the other
French chool shortly.

I had not secn your letter of t 4epte .bcr
when I spoke to you on the telephone, but I am
now comrmunicating it, contents to the colonial

Office.

i stk s lC(tZL1 V

(IJ..

Monsieur Pierre Franqforu,
.French.Embasey,

6, (oriton marene,
P .W.1.
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COLONIAL OFFICE,

CHURCH HOUSE,

.E1JO2& I GREAT SMITH STREET, S.W.1,

3rd October, 1947.

t.- .^ I2

You wrote to me on the 17th of June about
French educational establishments at present
under requisition in Palestine. In a reply of
25th July I informe d you that we had aske d the
High Commissioner for a full report on the
situation. I am sorry to have been so long in
writing to you again; this is largely due to
the fact that the High Commissioner decided to
undertake a complete survey of all religious and
educational establishments in military occupation
so that we should be in a position to deal with the
suggestion conveyed in Francfort's letter to
Garran of the 27th June tt the Palestine
Government did in effect discriminate against
French establishments.

This survey discloses that of 42 religious
and educational institutions in Palestine still
held by the military authorities only six are
French. In the majority of cases the fact that
French educational institutions have had to be
occupied is solely due to their being admirably
adapted to house large numbers of men and being
situated in localities where there have been,
up to the present, many British troops and no other
suitable accommodation. . It is of course true that
certain of these buildings have been occupied by
Poles. The plain fact is that we have been unable

to

Sir Oliver
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to move these Poles from Palestine to this
country and that so long as they remain
accommodation of some kind must be found for them.
Notwithstanding this, of the three French buildings
which were being used until recently to house Poles
one was in fact released a few weeks ago, as
reported in Higham's letter of 15th of September to
Beith; ,the Ecole des Peres de Bethararn at Nazareth
was handed back on the 5th September; and the third,
the Ratisbonne School, belonging to the Peres de Sion
is due to be vacated by the military shortly. (The
last named building has, as a matter of fact, never
been under requisition, but has been leased since 1940
under a voluntary agreement with the owners).

As regards the few buildings still retained
I understand that in one or two cases the owners
have not made any representations for release and
here the presumption is that they are not over-anxious
to receive back these buildings as yet.

As further evidence that the charge of
discrimination against French establishments js not
well founded, I would add that the only Frencabuilding
occupied at Haifa was handed back to the Order of Carmel
Saint Joseph on the 1st of September although the very
important school belonging to the International
Carmelite Order of Haifa is still occupied by the Palestine
Police despite the serious dislocation to Arab education
which this is causing and strong representations made
on behalf of the Order by Members of Parliament and
others who are deeply concerned at the effect of
continued Government occupation of this property.

The



"

The French Ambassador may be assured that
both the Palestine Government and the military
authorities are only too anxious to cause the
minimum disturbance to French teaching
activities and that, as he will readily
understand, it is only the difficult and
uncertain conditions in Palestine which have
made it impossible to proceed with release as
quickly as we should wish.



Colonial Office,
The Church House

Great Smith S
London, S.

76395/3/47

Dear Cable,

14 November,

)
treet,
Wv 1.

1947.

Please refer to Lloyd's letter of
23rd October to Harvey about requisitioned
educational establishments in Palestine.

French

You asked for a list of the names of the
establishments mentioned in the letter under
reference. I now enclose such a list, conteixipg
the names of the 6 houses still under requisition,
one of which, the Ratisbonne School, is shortly
to be vacated by the military, and also the names
of those French schools which were at any time
requisitioned, but which have been handed back to
their owners.

The Orphanage of Jesus Adolescent,
as you know from my letter No. 76395/3/47 of
18th September to Beith, is being handed back
its owners.

to

J.E. CABLE,

,7

-

ESQ.
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List of French Religious and Educational
Institutions at Present under Requisition

in Palestine.

Inst itut ion Owners

Nazareth

Nazareth Salesian Monastery. Salesian Fathers

Jerusalem

Notre Dame de France

Hostel St. Pierre

Rev. Father Pascal
St. Jean! Superior of
Notre Dame de France.

de Gallicante Rev.
St.

Father
Jean

Pascal

Capucme Convent Superior of the
Capucine Mission
through Attorney
Rev.Father Pascal
St. Jean

St.Paul's Ho spice Damascus Gate Rev. Father Yohannes
Sonnen, Representative
of the Archbishop of
Cologne

* Rat isbonne School The Very Rev. Father
Pierre de Conde,
Superior of the
Fathers of St.Pierre
Sion.

de

* The last named school is not under requisition but has
been occupied since 19.0 under a hiring agreement between
the Government and the Religious Authorities.

The following establishments, which were
requisitioned have been handed back to their owners:-

Ecole de Peres de Betharam at Nazareth.

School of Carmel St. Joseph at Bat Galim.

(3) Orphanage of Jesus Adolescent
15th September to Beith).

(my letter of

Two of the establishments mentioned in Garran'se
letter of 24th January, namely that of the Peres Maristes,

Bet hanie and the Peres Blancs at Ain Karim are remarked
on by Palestine as being "not known" and "not requisitioned
respectively (see the enclosure to Fitzgerald's letter of

the 8th May).

SO

(1)

(2)

t,.
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Postin toie,

. IU/5/31 2th s.mbe 1 *7.

((W ogn etter No. g 48t/W o f the I7b Ae -about the eoaption b #te * r aft a1Ltar a thelt*esor merta Iemko edeoa sto aaQ wsZA lpwn ~1t1om100
1m aleti $ aaeIons tht I ha4 aske the C oi4s

Ott Se $Mr tak the matter up ause wLth the Gew mof Pa16.ttaa.

±onetiste the. Pealti*R 4th ?auueeelaw Wetkae tethe *ugaetion emade L MosUea ?waet's 1ettew o eU7th Jae to Gerana that French etiaSts ww eseei3.., fatearable itentes thea tee gt e$tg ggtggg -IE~stinton Itwoel. that only six ef the forIy-4w*weltglin and @4,ational. establietams.eat(il heZ4 bVthe Govewrment of Palestine are Iemeh. hsee
((12 The 8aLeam Mess tery at Mhiiaseththe Lastigt, ion B gt'e Sam 4* Disuse at

( 1The Betel 4. WP en ~ GiU1eate at Jwes19 he GOspa s Oev at Juwnai.0
(1 The Raen Behool Oaat ayGe. Jus

The lst of these Ia so regut1980. but has bsesayl4 esnc t94O enk ha5 and by with the gweltgloss authority Ie eeme . 1 sdeto bevaated by the milItary authoiritis. i the mear fatape.(C1 the two euass InutIta Los. eesa~a4 iS the Uletorigil gIvwu to Garran by IIeaslee 'usuetwft that ofthe P41.. 3asos at AMa Kawam IS aet uegls1t9oeas4

ils aseellne aW
Mnsher Ren Masseg,~ K.B..,
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whio that ot the e estdr a*t War i not
Raeato tr& aoeeet srPleue

(bnay Ahe &#e Frnc stabiasenRs weru A%

(o 1)~ rqt foldste.d ebsaa aueh

(ii t sob 1l z Pthe::ssro ttkn;*x 5. josepb
at .tGla Nta

(Lt) ? se JeS d etat

dl tbwe have bsfl tadi bk to their ovnefl. I
a tC be tha% while th fneek caiiou

n 1ttlct at ta au een Ltt h
beiagiag to SMe flt.t1a 40al @ameli2 4 SfRIts

It *tll ogte4 fl the Ps.'ott v :vlteo.

I wt LastL tUe Pat tha$t ttretnat religious or
e~4sat1inil Inctiuti onae d to &aonpisi
toXel dee tu t&Ibr Wb tn zsc1; tLaly $atanEd t

t&tt 1ar> res e e a tth 564wg4% eIta$t14
10 lolt# ~Whre then Mtw bee 0up to tfr prakftt,

35s iintt tis txopS atd Oas hrSUitabl4 acc*meratLn.

I bhjp@ ta In the lIght ct tiue. IntomstLA, gnu
village wih me an the cornzat ot W4etifl4, tO

t tact a11 St dttttoa~fl create tby lbe tosent
abausnal otit s.a than go& a 1on vutwad
*atietIng 7year p cjea Ywtentz eatablittaet, so tat
tanm stlwlaa anflr dtaefl tnaQn bsdvt #001t
more~ tayisurabJV i absent th ttmut. tua ang Ne t
aas.ged tat but tb #al gz5Lfl Vove 'aan
mdlltawg autmofts wre aits to cause the mstiu
44etwcho. to Ynnackh taiNg at19ta1; and~0 tha,

ayou '114 l raily ajpiest % 1s tAly the~ 4tttiedt
and usaertsta cai tiocn to fls t wh4th bave actd it

tumponibMe va prce vitelease aS gauitZal aate
would wjsb.

Yours sincerely

(st ..



AMBASSADE DE F DANCE

A LONDRES

1st Decemiber, 194 7

Je vous renercie de la lettre du 27 Novembre,

N9 E 10028/50/31 , par laquelle vous ave z bien voulu n'informer

de l'6tat de la question des Etablissernents frangais en Palestine.

Je n'ai pas manqud de faire part de cette communication

au Minister des Affaires Etrangbres qui appr6ciera certainement

les efforts du Gouvernement de Palestine pour acc4lrer l'dvacua-

tion des locaux occup6s par le Cormmandement britannique.

Sir Orne G. Sargent, K.C.B., K.C.M.G.,
Sous Secr6taire d'Etat Permanent,
Foreign Office.


